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HCSD BOARD RECOGNIZES
SCHOOLS’ TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

Bonnie
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Theresa
FlorenceNash
Y.
Smith
Gatlin
Bolton Edwards
Elementary/Middle
School

Byram Middle School

Carver Middle School /
Life Skills Academy

HCSD TEACHER
NOMINATED FOR

2021 MISSISSIPPI
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Elizabeth Foster, HCSD Teacher of the Year, is a 12th
grade teacher at THS where she has worked for the past
21 years of her 23 years in education. Ms. Foster stated,
“I feel so honored to have been selected as Teacher of
the Year at Terry. I have the deepest love and admiration
for my colleagues and to think they thought of me in the
selection process humbles me. I work with some outstanding teachers; so, I feel very blessed to have been selected
for this honor. I wake up every morning with the same
mission, same mindset, and same purpose – to give my students everything I have every day so that they can reach
every goal they set for themselves.”

HCSD ANNOUNCES ITS
2021 ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE YEAR

Sallianne Pamela
Campbell Garret
Gary Road
Elementary School

Gary Road
Intermediate School

Shaketta Elizabeth
Franklin Foster

Raymond High School

Terry High School

Kofi C.
Woodall

Raymond Elementary
School

Lori
Opiela

Utica Elementary /
Middle School

Dr. Will Smith, the principal at Utica Elementary/Middle
School, is named the HCSD Administrator of the Year.
Dr. Smith has 14 ½ years’ experience in education total, with
4 ½ of those years in the HCSD
as the principal of UEMS (BLevel School).
Dr. Smith stated, “I am thankful and appreciative for the faculty, staff, students, and the Utica
community for embracing my
leadership approach and supporting my vision for Utica Elementary Middle School. The teachers
and staff are the real superstars
because they are working to ensure that all students have the
ability to grow as learners and
progress socially.
“I would like to thank our
school board, Superintendent Dr.
Delesicia Martin, and the district’s
leadership team for giving us the
operational ﬂexibility to meet the
speciﬁc needs of our school com-

munity. This has allowed us to
target the speciﬁc needs of our students, which has pushed them past
their academic goals.
“Dr. Martin has kept me
grounded, focused, and motivated to keep pushing forward, despite challenges that I have faced.
I appreciate her teaching me to
speak things into existence when
we desire change or growth. I
have used this same strategy with
our students and teachers, and it
has guided us to success.”

