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CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 
 
The Board of Education of the Hinds County School District has designated the principals and 
assistant principals as the only personnel with the authority to administer corporal punishment as 
a method of discipline in the district. 
 
Corporal punishment must be administered in accordance with the following guidelines: 
 
1. Parental Consent to Administer Corporal Punishment Form JDB-F or the enrollment card 

permission must be on file at the school before corporal punishment is administered to a 
student.  In certain cases where extenuating circumstances have resulted in the form not 
being on file, the principal or assistant principal may secure oral permission from the 
parent or guardian to administer corporal punishment.  

2. Corporal punishment shall be administered only after less stringent measures such as 
counseling, parental conferences, and other forms of discipline have failed to produce the 
desired results, unless the conduct of a student is of such an extreme nature that corporal 
punishment is the only reasonable form of discipline under the circumstances.  

3. Any corporal punishment shall be reasonable and moderate and may not be administered 
maliciously, in anger, or for the purpose of revenge.  

4. The instrument used to administer corporal punishment must meet these specifications:  
smooth, non-perforated lightweight wood; three inches in width; and no thicker than 3/8 
inch. All corporal punishment must be applied to the buttocks. 

5. Corporal punishment may be administered only by the school principal or assistant 
principal. 

6. When corporal punishment is administered, it shall be done only in the presence of 
another certified employee and never in the presence of another student. 

7. The student should be informed in the presence of the principal or another teacher of the 
reason for the punishment. 

8. At the request of a parent or guardian, a written explanation of the reasons for the 
punishment and the name of the witness who was present must be supplied by the 
principal or assistant principal. 

 
 
 
LEGAL REF.: MS Code §37-11-57 and §11-46-9 (1) (x) 
  Ingraham v. Wright, 97 S. Ct. 1401 (1977) 
CROSS REF.: Policy  JCA Student Conduct 
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